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Preface 
 

This book, a collection of folk songs, spirituals, and classical art songs, is intended to 
provide worthwhile, yet accessible, repertoire for the beginning singer. The pieces are 
ordered such that they progress in difficulty from beginning to end. Because of the 
progressive nature of this book, it provides material suited for developing singers as 
their mastery of vocal technique grows. In addition, the songs presented encourage 
students to explore a variety of musical styles and introduce them to different 
languages that are commonly found in traditional vocal repertoire. 
 
Each song is preceded by texts, translations (when appropriate), historical context, and 
pedagogical suggestions.  These introductions allow singers to work toward specific 
technical objectives and become more informed performers. 
 
A “Music Theory Corner” has been included for each piece to build students’ 
knowledge of music theory in addition to their technical skills. These sections are 
intended to complement a more comprehensive theory curriculum rather than serve as 
the sole resource. 
 
The accompaniment album for this book is a good practice tool for the student. For each 
song, there are two tracks. The first includes the melody line superimposed on the 
accompaniment, and the second provides just the piano accompaniment. 
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